Findings and implications from preadmission screening of elderly patients waiting for elective surgery.
Volunteers trained by a social worker did a telephone screening of 716 elderly persons waiting for elective surgery to determine in advance of admission their need for social services. On the basis of their findings patients were given a risk rating by a social worker. While the survey was experienced positively by patients, volunteers, and social workers, the results do not establish its value in terms of shortened length of stay. Aging females living alone required the greatest amount of social work and had the longest length of stay. This group requires further study, along with the connection between intensity of illness with social problem vulnerability. The study raises other important questions critical to programming for an increasingly older population.